NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FISH, GAME & WILDLIFE 

Marine Fisheries Administration 
COMMERCIAL NET REGULATIONS—1990 


Reference: All laws and regulations re¬ 
lating to commercial fishing can be 
found in New Jersey Statutes An¬ 
notated Titles 23 and 50, and New Jer¬ 
sey Administrative Code, Title 7, Subti¬ 
tle E. Chapter 25. 

Drifting Gill Net 

Season: Atlantic Ocean; Delaware 
Bay, February 12 to December 15; Dela¬ 
ware Bay tributaries, February 12 to 
May 15, July 15 to December 15. 
Area: Atlantic Ocean, Delaware Bay 
and its tributaries. 

Gear: Minimun mesh: 5 inches 
stretched—February 12 to February 29; 
2.75 inches stretched—March 1 to De¬ 
cember 15. Shall not individually ex¬ 
ceed 200 fathoms in length. Individual 
drifting gill nets shall not be fastened 
together to form a series of nets exceed¬ 
ing 400 fathoms in length from Febru¬ 
ary 12 through May 15 or exceeding 
200 fathoms in length May 16 through 
December 15. Separate drifting gill 
nets or a series of joined drifting gill 
nets may not be set or fished closer 
than 100 fathoms from any other net 
or series of nets. Shall not be used in 
the Atlantic Ocean within 100 fathoms 
of the marked channel of any inlet. To 
be marked at each end with a fluor¬ 
escent orange float at least 12 inches 
in diameter or a fluorescent orange flag 
at least 12 inches square and 
suspended at least two feet above the 
water. No more than two drifting gill 
nets shall be permitted to be set or op¬ 
erated by any vessel within that section 
of Delaware Bay known as the Bran¬ 
dywine Shoal Restricted Area: defined 
by the New Jersey—Delaware boundaiy 
on the west, LORAN C 27180 on the 
east, and LORAN C 42830 on the north, 
during the period from May 15th 
through June 15th. At night (sunset to 
sunrise), on any public holiday, and on 
weekends no more than one net shall 
be permitted to be set or operated, nor 
shall any net be left unattended, within 


through December 15, where individ¬ 
ual gill net length shall not exceed 50 
fathoms. The smallest mesh of any 
such net used in the Atlantic Ocean 
shall not be less than five inches 
stretched February 12 through Febru¬ 
ary 29 and not less than 2.75 inches 
stretched March 1 through December 
15. Shall not be used in the Atlantic 
Ocean within 100 fathoms of the 
marked channel of any inlet. To be 
marked at the end of a net or series of 
nets with a fluorescent orange float at 
least 12 inches in diameter or a fluor¬ 
escent orange flag at least 12 inches 
square and suspended at least two feet 
above the water. Stakes shall be 
marked with at least one of the follow¬ 
ing which shall be placed at least 2 feet 
above mean high water and be visible 
from all sides: reflectors of not less than 
2 inches in diameter; reflecting tape 
not less than 2 inches in width; light 
colored flags not less than 2 feet 
square; or light colored jugs or buoys 
not less than 12 inches in diameter. All 
gear must be legibly and indelibly 
marked with the gear identification 
number (ID) of the owner. 

Staked gill nets may be used in the 
tributaries of Delaware Bay February 1 
through May 15 and July 15 through 
December 15, where individual gill net 
length shall not exceed 30 fathoms. The 
mesh of any such net used in the tribu¬ 
taries of Delaware Bay shall be 2.75 
inches stretched February 1 through 
February 29 and shall not be less than 
2.75 inches from March 1 through May 
15 and July 15 through December 15. 
No net shall be set across any tributary 
or mouth of any tributary, nor shall any 
net be set in a manner that impedes 
navigation. May be used in Delaware 
Bay February 1 through December 15, 
where individual gill net length shall 
not exceed 30 fathoms. The smallest 
mesh of any such net used in Delaware 
Bay shall be 2.75 inches stretched Feb¬ 
ruary 1 through February 29 and shall 
not be less than 2.75 inches beginning 


square; or light colored jugs or buoys 
not less than 12 inches in diameter. All 
gear must be legibly and indelibly 
marked with the gear identification 
number (ID) of the owner. 

Special Restriction: Shad only. 

Fee: $60.00 per net 

Bait Net 

Season: January 1 to December 31. 
Area: All marine waters, bays, coves, 
rivers and creeks; Atlantic Ocean 
within 3 nautical miles of coast. 

Gear: 

1. Dip nets 

2. Bait seines 

3. Cast nets 

4. Lift or umbrella nets 

5. Killipots 

All gear must be legibly and indelibly 
marked with the gear identification 
number (ID) of the owner. 

A license is not required provided that 
the fish taken are not sold or bartered 
and the following additional gear re¬ 
strictions are observed: 

1. Dip nets 24 inches in diameter or 
less; 

2. Bait seines not exceeding 50 feet; 

3. Cast nets not exceeding 20 feet in 
diameter; 

4. Lift or umbrella nets not exceed¬ 
ing four feet square; 

5. Five killipots or less measuring 
not over 10 inches in diameter or 
25 inches in length, if cylindrical, 
or 2,000 cubic inches for any 
other conformation. 

Special Restriction: The bait net 
license would not allow a person to 
harvest and sell eels, nor would it allow 
a person to sell edible crabs, nor take 
more than 35 river herring (alewife and 
blueback herring) per day. 

Fee: $10.00 per license. 

Fyke Net 

Season: November 1 to April 30 


Stakes shall be marked with at least 
one of the following which shall be 
placed at least 2 feet above mean high 
water and be visible from all sides: re¬ 
flectors of not less than 2 inches in 
diameter; reflecting tape not less than 
2 inches in width; light colored flags 
not less than 2 feet square; or light col¬ 
ored jugs or buoys not less than 12 
inches in diameter. All gear must be 
legibly and indelibly marked with the 
gear identification number (ID) of the 
owner. 

Fee: $10.00 per net 

Pound Net 

Season: Atlantic Ocean, Raritan Bay 
and Sandy Hook Bay—January 1 to De¬ 
cember 31. Delaware Bay—February 15 
to May 15. 

Area: Delaware Bay: Atlantic Ocean. 
Raritan and Sandy Hook Bays only at 
specific sites as designated on license. 
Priority given to previous year’s license 
holders until March 1. 

Gear: Raritan and Sandy Hook Bays: 
When submitting a request for a pound 
net license, the applicant must specify 
the proposed site location for place¬ 
ment of each net. New sites at least 
3000 feet from a previously leased 
pound net site, when measured parallel 
to the shoreline, and 1000 feet from 
any navigable channel. Pound nets 
must be placed end to end so as to form 
a straight line, perpendicular to the 
shoreline. Maximum length, including 
leader and hearts, is 750 feet. Mesh not 
less than two inches stretched. A mini¬ 
mum distance of 50 feet must be main¬ 
tained between any two pound nets, 
shad nets or combination thereof, 
when measured perpendicular to the 
shoreline. A nameplate not less than 
six inches square with a legible and 
indelibly marked gear identification 
number (ID) must be maintained on 
the offshore pole. A flashing, amber 
light must be displayed between sunset 
and sunrise on the two end poles. 

Within 30 days of the termination of 





be permitted to be set or operated, nor 
shall any net be left unattended, within 
the Brandywine Shoal Restricted Area 
Unattended means that the operator is 
more than 100 feet from the nearest 
portion of his net All gear must be 
legibly and indelibly marked with the 
gear identification number (ID) of the 
owner. 

Fee: $20.00 per net 

Note: Subject to change during 1990 

fishing season. Contact the Marine 

Fisheries Administration for further 

information. 

Staked and Anchored Gill Net 

Season: Atlantic Ocean—February 12 
to December 15. Raritan Bay and 
Sandy Hook Bay—February 1 to May 
15—and only for shad. Staked nets in 
Delaware Bay—February 1 to Decem¬ 
ber 15; in tributaries of Delaware Bay— 
February 1 to May 15 and July 15 to 
December 15. Anchored nets in Dela¬ 
ware Bay—February 12 to December 
15; in tributaries of Delaware Bay— 
February 12 to May 15 and July 15 to 
December 15. 

Area: Atlantic Ocean, Raritan Bay, 
Sandy Hook Bay. Delaware Bay and 
Delaware Bay Tributaries. Staked and 
anchored gill nets shall not be used in 
that portion of Delaware Bay known as 
the Brandywine Shoal Restricted Area: 
defined by the New Jersey—Delaware 
boundary on the west, LORAN C 27180 
on the east, and LORAN C 42830 on the 
north, during the period from May 
15th through June 15th. 

Gear: Staked or anchored gill nets 
shall not be fastened together to form 
a series of nets exceeding 400 fathoms 
in length from the beginning of the 
season through May 15 or exceeding 
200 fathoms in length May 16 through 
December 15. In Raritan Bay and 
Sandy Hook Bay individual net length 
shall not exceed 30 fathoms and mesh 
not less than five inches stretched. No 
staked or anchored shad net may be 
placed within 3000 feet of an operating 
pound net. May be placed on licensed 
pound net sites by the license holder or 
on unoccupied, approved pound net 
sites, provided the shad nets are set 
end to end with and in line with any 
existing pound nets. May be used in 
the Atlantic Ocean February 12 


ruary 1 through February 29 and shall 
not be less than 2.75 inches beginning 
March 1 through December 15. 
Anchored gill nets are permitted in the 
tributaries of Delaware Bay February 
12 through May 15 and July 15 
through December 15, where individ¬ 
ual gill net length shall not exceed 30 
fathoms. The smallest mesh of any 
such net used in the tributaries of 
Delaware Bay shall not be less than five 
inches stretched February 12 through 
February 29 and not be less than 2.75 
inches from March 1 through May 15 
and July 15 through December 15. No 
net shall be set across any tributary or 
mouth of any tributary, not shall any 
net be set in a manner that impedes 
navigation. Permitted in the Delaware 
Bay February 12 through December 15, 
where individual gill net length shall 
not exceed 30 fathoms. The smallest 
mesh of any such net used in the Dela¬ 
ware Bay shall not be less than five 
inches stretched February 12 through 
February 29 and not less than 2.75 
inches stretched March 1 through De¬ 
cember 15. 

Fee: $3.00 per net 

Note: Subject to change during 1990 

fishing season. Contact the Marine 

Fisheries Administration for further 

information. 

Hudson River Shad Net 

Season: Legal period from Saturday 
midnight until Friday noon. March 15 
to June 15. 

Area: Hudson River 
Gear: Shad nets for the Hudson River 
shall be held in place by either stakes 
or anchors and shall not exceed 200 
fathoms in length. The smallest mesh 
of any shad net shall not be less than 
five inches stretched. Shad nets shall 
be marked at each end with a fluor¬ 
escent orange float at least 12 inches 
in diameter or a fluorescent orange flag 
at least 12 inches square and 
suspended at least two feet above the 
mean high water line. Stakes shall be 
marked with at least one of the follow¬ 
ing which shall be placed at least 2 feet 
above mean high water and be visible 
from all sides: reflectors of not less than 
2 inches in diameter; reflecting tape 
not less than 2 inches in width; light 
colored flags not less than 2 feet 


Fyke Net 

Season: Noveipber 1 to April 30 
Area: All marine waters, bays, coves, 
rivers and creeks; Atlantic Ocean 
within 3 nautical miles of coast. 

Gear: Length, including leaders, not to 
exceed 30 fathoms (180 feet) and no 
mesh larger than 5 inches stretched. 
Stakes shall be marked with at least 
one of the following which shall be 
placed at least 2 feet above mean high 
water and be visible from all sides: re¬ 
flectors of not less than 2 inches in 
diameter; reflecting tape not less than 
2 inches in width; light colored flags 
not less than 2 feet square; or light col¬ 
ored jugs or buoys not less than 12 
inches in diameter. All gear must be 
legibly and indelibly marked with the 
gear identification number (ID) of the 
owner. 

Fee: $12.00 per net 

Miniature Fykes or Pots 

Season: January 1 to December 31 
Area: All marine waters, bays, coves, 
rivers and creeks; Atlantic Ocean 
within 3 nautical miles of coast. Sale of 
eels taken from the Hudson River, 
upper New York Bay, Newark Bay, lower 
(tidal) Passaic and Hackensack Rivers, 
the Arthur Kill and the Kill Van Kull 
prohibited. Sale and consumption of 
any species taken from the tidal 
Passaic is prohibited. 

Gear: Diameter not to exceed 16 
inches if cylindrical or 201 square 
inches in cross section if any other con¬ 
figuration. All gear must be legibly and 
indelibly marked with the gear identifi¬ 
cation number (ID) of the owner. 
Special Restriction: Only to be used 
for the taking of catfish, suckers, 
killifish (Cyprinodontidae spp.), and 
eels. 

Fee: $100.00 per license 

Parallel Net 

Season: September 1 to May 31 
Area: Delaware Bay and its tributaries 
Gear: Minimum mesh: 3.5 inches 
stretched and length not greater than 
100 fathoms (600 feet). To be set para¬ 
llel to shore at the low water mark. 
Must not be set across any tributary or 
mouth of any tributary nor set in a 
manner that impedes navigation. 


and sunrise on the two end poles. 
Within 30 days of the termination of 
fishing activities for that year, all poles 
and stakes must be removed by the 
license holder. 

Atlantic Ocean: When submitting a 
request for an ocean or submarine 
pound net license, the applicant must 
specify the specific proposed site-lo¬ 
cation for placement of each net. (Per¬ 
mission for location of ocean pound 
nets is also required from the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers.) No 
portion of a pound net may be set 
within 1,500 feet or greater than 7,000 
feet from the mean low water line on 
the ocean shoreline. No row of pound 
nets may be erected or operated within 
one and one-half miles of any other row 
of pound nets, when measured parallel 
with the coastline. No more than two 
pound nets may be joined together. A 
minimum distance of 1,000 feet, when 
measured perpendicular to the 
coastline, must be maintained between 
individual or paired pound nets set in 
a row. A row of ocean or submarine 
pound nets must form a straight line 
wflth the nets placed end-to-end. The 
maximum allowable length of an ocean 
or submarine pound net, including 
leader and pocket is 1,100 feet. The 
minimum mesh size for ocean or sub¬ 
marine pound nets is two inches, 
stretched. White reflectors must be 
placed around the top of each pole so 
as to reflect in all directions. Flashing 
amber lights must be displayed on the 
inshore and offshore poles of nets or 
rows of nets, between sunset and 
sunrise; these lights must be placed at 
least 10 feet above the mean high water 
level and must be visible for at least 
three miles in all directions where clear 
visibility is possible. Submarine pound 
nets shall be maintained in compliance 
wflth the following additional require¬ 
ments; at least eight fluorescent orange 
floats, at least 12 inches in diameter, 
shall be maintained along the length of 
each net including the inshore and off¬ 
shore ends. A nameplate, not less than 
12 inches square, shall have the identi¬ 
fication number (ID) legibly marked. 
The license holder must completely re¬ 
move all pound net poles and stakes, 
within ten months of the termination 
of fishing activities. 

Fee: $100.00 per net 



Wire Pound Net 

Season: March 1 to December 31 
Area: Delaware Bay only 
Gear: Not to extend farther than 300 
feet from the mean low water mark. 
Stakes shall be marked with at least 
one of the following which shall be 
placed at least 2 feet above mean high 
water and be visible from all sides: re¬ 
flectors of not less than 2 inches in 
diameter; reflecting tape not less than 
2 inches in width; light colored flags 
not less than 2 feet square; or light col¬ 
ored jugs or buoys not less than 12 
inches in diameter. All gear must be 
legibly and indelibly marked with the 
gear identification number (ID) of the 
owner. 

Fee: $25.00 per net 

Haul Seine 

Season: November 1 to April 30 
Area: Inland marine waters, bays, 
coves, rivers and creeks; Atlantic Ocean 
but not within 300 feet of coastline. 
Gear: Mesh not less than 2.75 inches 
stretched and length not to exceed 70 
fathoms (420 feet), whether singly or in 
series. All gear must be legibly and in¬ 
delibly marked with the gear identifi¬ 
cation number (ID) of the owner. 
Special Restriction: No haul seine 
may be used beneath the ice in any 
waters. 

Fee: $25.00 per net. 

Shrimp Trawl 

Season: April 15 to December 15 
Area: No restrictions. 

Gear: The maximum internal opening 
of the trawl is 60 inches by 12 inches. 
The mesh cannot be greater than 1/2 
inch stretched. No boat shall have more 
than two trawls working at the same 
time, and each trawl shall be separately 
and independently attached to the ves¬ 
sel by a single cable or tow line. All gear 
must be legibly and indelibly marked 
with the gear identification number 
(ID) of the owner. 

Special Restriction: For taking grass 
shrimp (Palaemonetes spp.) or sand 
shrimp (Crangon spp.) only. Any or¬ 
ganisms other than shrimp taken with 
a shrimp trawl should be immediately 
returned to waters from which such 


be oval and not larger than 7 inches 
wide and 4 inches in height Trot lines 
shall have a maximum length of 3,000 
feet and marked at both ends with a 
clearly visible stake or buoy. No trot line 
shall be set within 100 feet of another 
trot line. All gear must be legibly and 
indelibly marked with the gear identifi¬ 
cation number (ID) of the owner. 
Special Restriction: Taking of females 
with eggs attached is prohibited. Size 
limits (point to point): Hard crab—4 
inches; soft crab—3-1/2 inches; shed- 
der crab—3 inches. 

Crab pots and trot lines may be tended 
only between the hours of 4:00 AM and 
9:00 PM prevailing time. All persons 
commercially licensed to take crabs by 
means of pots or trot lines in this State 
shall keep, on forms furnished by the 
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife, ac¬ 
curate records which shall include the 
number of bushels of crabs, and the 
areas fished. These records will be filed 
monthly on or before the tenth of the 
month following the month of record 
with the Division of Fish, Game and 
Wildlife. 

Fee: $100.00 per license 

Crab Dredge 

Season: No person shall catch, take, or 
attempt to catch or take crabs from any 
of the lands of the Atlantic Coast Sec¬ 
tion except from one-half hour after 
sunrise to one-half hour before sunset 
between November 15 and March 31 
south of Route 40 (Black Horse Pike), 
and December 1 and March 31 north 
of Route 40, nor at any time on Sunday 
except in Raritan and Sandy Hook 
Bays. 

Area: Atlantic coast. South of Route 
36 (Highlands Bridge), no boat shall 
have more than four dredges working 
at the same time. 

Gear: The maximum length of the 
tooth bar shall be 75 inches in Raritan 
and Sandy Hook Bays and 38 inches in 
all other waters. The maximum weight 
of the dredge shall be 110 pounds in 
Raritan and Sandy Hook Bays and 60 
pounds in all other waters. If only one 
dredge is in possession in Raritan and 
Sandy Hook Bays the maximum length 
of the tooth bar shall be 96 inches and 
the maximum weight of the dredge 
shall be 200 pounds. The maximum 

l^ncrtVi of tVio six inrhes 


Fee: $1.00 per gross vessel ton with a 
minimum of $15.00 and a maximum of 
$50.00. 

Shirred or Purse Seines, 

Otter or Beam Trawls 

Season: January 1 to December 31 
Area: Not less than two miles from the 
coast line. 

Gear: License issued for an individual 
vessel. 

Fee: $100.00 per license 


All whales, porpoises, dolphins, and 
seals are protected by state and federal 
law. It is illegal to molest them or to 
possess any part of them. 

Diamondback Terrapin 

Open season—November 1 to March 
31. No person may possess any 
diamondback Terrapin except during 
the open season. 

Size limit—five (5) inches bottom shell 
length. 


Shirred or Purse Seines for 
Menhaden for 
Fish Meal Reduction 

Season: The third Monday in May 
through the third Friday in October. 
Area: Atlantic Ocean from 1.2 to 3 
nautical miles from the coast. 

Gear: Purse or shirred net. 

Special Restrictions: All fishing and 
related activities may not occur any 
closer than 1.2 nautical miles from the 
shore, jetties or piers. No fishing on 
Saturdays, Sundays or any holiday of¬ 
ficially observed by the State of New 
Jersey (Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day). No 
markers, buoys, crab pots, lobster pots, 
or traps shall be disturbed by the act 
of fishing. Possession of any fish other 
than menhaden is prohibited. 

Fee: Based upon gross tonnage— 
range from $125-$ 1,500. 

Shirred or Purse Seines 
for Menhaden for Bait 



DIAMONDBACK TERRAPIN 

May not be taken by means of a trap, 
pot, fyke, seine, weir or net of any de¬ 
scription. 

Size Limits of Fish Offered for Sale 


Species Inches 

Sea Sturgeon 42 

Bluefish 9 

Cod 12 

Kingfish 8 

Mackerel 7 

Tautog 7 

Porgy 7 

Sea Bass 8 

Summer flounder 13 

Weakfish 9 

Winter flounder 6 

Striped Bass No Sale 


Season: January 1 to December 31 
Area- Atlantic Ocean—between 0.6 and 
3 nautical miles from shore. Raritan 
Bay and Sandy Hook Bay—not closer 
than 0.3 nautical miles from shore. 
Delaware Bay—that portion of Dela¬ 
ware Bay south and east of a line from 
Fourteen Foot light to Deadman Shoal 
light (Bug light) and thence to a Dennis 
Creek light not closer than 0.6 nautical 
miles from shore. 

Gear: Purse or shirred net. 

Special Restrictions: Applicant must 
apply for a bait permit between Janu¬ 
ary 1 and March 1 in every calendar 
year. No applications shall be accepted 
after March 1 in any calendar year. 
Maximum length of vessel is 90 feet. 
Maximum length of net is 150 fathoms 


Size Limits of Fish and 
Crustaceans in Possession 

Species Min. Size—Inches 

Striped bass 

From Delaware River and 
Bay and their tributaries 36 


All other waters 28 

Summer flounder 13 

Blue crab (point to point) 

peeler or shedder 3 

soft 3-1/2 

hard 4 

Lobster (rear of eye socket 
to rear of body shell) 3-3/16 

6th tail segment 1-1/16 


Size Limits of 
Mollusks in Possession 












a snnmp irawi snouiu ue nimicuiduriy 
returned to waters from which such 
organisms were taken. 

Fee: $12.00 per net 

Lobster or Fish Pots 

Season: January 1 to December 31 
Area: Atlantic Ocean within 3 nautical 
miles of the coast, Delaware Bay, 
Raritan Bay and Sandy Hook Bay 
Gear: Lines to be marked at both ends 
with a buoy. All gear must be legibly 
and indelibly marked with the gear 
identification number (ID) of the 
owner. All lobster and fish traps set 
north of Bamegat Inlet (LORAN C 
9960-Y-43300) must be constructed to 
include a rectangular portal with an 
unobstructed opening not less than 
1.75 inches (44.5 mm) by six inches 
(152.5 mm) or two circular portals with 
unobstructed openings not less than 
2.25 inches (57.2 mm) in diameter in 
the parlor section of the trap. 

Special Restriction: Lobsters: Mini¬ 
mum carapace—3-3/16 inches; tails 
may be landed, with not more than two 
claws per tail, provided that the sixth 
tail segment is no less than 1-1/16 
inch. No person shall possess any lob¬ 
sters with eggs attached or from which 
eggs have been removed. 

Fee: $100.00 per license 
Fees: All fees noted above apply to New 
Jersey residents. Nonresident fees are 
the same as resident fees if a resident 
of New Jersey is not charged a higher 
fee than a resident for the same license 
in the applicant’s state. Otherwise the 
non-resident fee is ten times the resi¬ 
dent fee. 

Crab Pot/Trot Line 

Season: January 1 to December 31 
Area: The following waters are closed 
to commercial crab potting: 
Cumberland County—Cohansey River, 
Back Creek, Cedar Creek, Nantuxent 
Creek, Fortesque Creek, Oranoken 
Creek, Dividing Creek, Cape May Coun¬ 
ty-West Creek, Bidwell Creek and the 
Cape May Canal; Atlantic County-Ham¬ 
mock Cove also known as Dry Bay. 
Gear: Crab pots shall be a cube or rec¬ 
tangular shaped device not larger than 
30 inches on a side. Minimum mesh 
size shall be not less than 1 inch. The 
openings to the interior of the pot shall 


shall be 200 pounds. The maximum 
length of the teeth shall be six inches 
in Raritan and Sandy Hook Bays and 
three inches in all other waters. The 
minimum space between teeth shall be 
three inches measured at the base. The 
collecting bag of a dredge, if material, 
shall have mesh not less than two 
inches bar measure or four inches 
stretched measure; if wire, shall not be 
less than two inches bar mesh (inside 
measurement) or two and one-half 
inches inside diameter if circular; if 
metal, the O-rings shall not be less than 
two and one-half inches diameter and 
be connected with no more than five 
“S” hooks that measure not less than 
two and one-half inches in length as 
measured to the inside of the “S” con¬ 
figuration. Each dredge shall be inde¬ 
pendently and separately attached to 
the vessel by a single cable or tow line. 
Special Restriction: No crabs may be 
caught or taken by dredges unless a 
valid crab dredge license is aboard the 
vessel. No person shall catch, take, or 
attempt to take crabs by crab dredge 
from any of the marked leased grounds 
except the lessee or his employee; and 
no person shall dredge or attempt to 
dredge crabs on any State oyster beds 
or grounds; and no person shall dredge 
or attempt to dredge crabs within 50 
yards of any marked leased shellfish 
grounds. Any clams, oysters, scallops, 
mussels or other bivalve mollusks, or 
finfish which may be caught inciden¬ 
tally to the catching of the crabs by 
dredge shall be redeposited immedi¬ 
ately in the water from which such 
clams, oysters, scallops, mussels or 
other bivalve mollusks, or finfish are 
caught; nor shall any person, while en¬ 
gaged in the catching and taking of 
crabs by dredge, have in his boat or 
possession any clams, oysters, scallops, 
mussels or other bivalve mollusks, or 
finfish obtained from any source. All 
persons commercially licensed to take 
crabs by means of dredge in this State 
shall keep, on forms furnished by the 
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife, ac¬ 
curate records which shall include the 
number of bushels of crabs, and the 
areas fished. These records will be filed 
monthly on or before the tenth of the 
month following the month of record 
with the Division of Fish, Game and 
Wildlife. 


Maximum length of vessel is 90 feet. 
Maximum length of net is 150 fathoms 
(900 feet). Removal of fish from purse 
seine shall be brailing or dip netting 
only. All fishing and related activities 
may not occur any closer to the shore, 
jetties or piers than 0.6 nautical miles 
in the Atlantic Ocean and Delaware Bay 
and 0.3 nautical miles in Raritan and 
Sandy Hook bays. No fishing permitted 
between sunset and sunrise. No fishing 
permitted on Saturdays, Sundays or 
any holiday officially observed by the 
State of New Jersey (New Year’s Day, 
Martin Luther King’s Birthday, Lin¬ 
coln’s Birthday, Washington’s Birth¬ 
day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Inde¬ 
pendence Day, Labor Day, Columbus 
Day, Election Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas 
Day). No stakes, markers, buoys, crab 
pots, lobster pots, fish pots, or staked 
shellfish grounds shall be disturbed by 
the act of fishing. Possession of any 
fish other than menhaden is 
prohibited. 

Fee: Based upon gross tonnage- 
range $125-$ 1,500. 

Striped Bass 

It is illegal to take, catch, or kill any 
striped bass from or in any marine 
waters of this state, by means of a net 
of any description, or by any methods 
other than angling with a hook and 
line or by spear fishing. 

It is illegal to possess any striped bass, 
or parts of a striped bass from which 
the head and/or tail has been removed 
(other than while in preparation or 
being served as food), which are less 
than the legal minimum size. 

It is illegal to sell, barter or offer for sale 
or barter any striped bass or any parts 
of any striped bass. 

Short-nosed Sturgeon 

No open season on this endangered 
species. It is illegal to possess a short¬ 
nosed sturgeon, or any part of one. 

Sea Turtles & 

Marine Mammals 

Green, Hawksbill, Loggerhead, Ridley 
and Leatherback turtles are protected 
by state and federal laws. It is illegal to 
molest them or to possess them or any 
part of them. 


Mollusks in Possession 

Hard clam—min. size 1-1/2 inches in 
length 
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Attention Recreational Crabbers 



Recreational Harvest Methods: 

Rod, handline, scoop net operated by hand, collapsible trap continuously 
tended by hand. Two commercial-type pots or two trotlines (not exceeding 150' in 
length or 25 baits) may be used with a non-commercial license. 

Minimum size limits (carapace length): 

3" Peeler or shedder crab 
3V 2 " Soft crab 
4" Hard crab 

Prohibited: 

Taking females with egg mass. 

Recreational Catch Limit: 

1 bushel per crabber per day 

Sale: 

Edible crabs may not be bartered or sold without a commercial license. 
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